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pay of the Palais Royal seem to have been instructed not
to mention him in their diatribes. The part he played
in the debate on the royal sanction made it compara-
tively easy to throw dust into the eyes of an ignorant
public. He spoke with less than his usual vigour and
lucidity; he was absent from the final division.

Mirabeau took frequent part in the other debates on
the constitution during the summer months of 1789, and
raised his reputation by the good sense and moderation
with which he generally spoke. But it was when the
representatives were obliged to turn their attention from
the lofty task of discussing the foundations and first
principles of political society to the necessities of a
bankrupt exchequer, that they began to recognise the
presence among them of one who towered head and
shoulders above his fellows.

It was the impossibility of avoiding bankruptcy
without the assistance of the Estates which had forced
the Government to convene the representatives of the
nation. Yet since they had met nothing had been done
to mitigate and everything had happened which could
aggravate the financial distress. The whole fiscal system
was paralysed, hardly any taxes, direct or indirect, had
been paid during the last few months. In many places
the offices of the tax-collectors were forced, whatever
money was in them plundered, the registers and accounts
burnt, the officials ill-treated. It was absolutely
necessary to find money. Even if soldiers and sailors
might be left unpaid, Paris must be fed.

On August 4 Necker appeared before the Assembly
and convinced them that the urgent needs of the State
required a loan of 30,000,000 livres. At current quota-